for the maturities found in milo, a group of varieties of the species Sorghum vulgare, Pers. Subsequently, an earlier maturity was found in California and named Ryer. This paper reports the genetic constitution of the Ryer variety.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Milo was introduced into the United States in 1879 (4) and has mutated several times in this country. When introduced, "Millo Maize" was a tall, late-maturing strain (3) and, as the years went by, earlier maturing and shorter statured strains appeared and were preserved by farmers. White pericarp colored strains also appeared. In more recent years, resistance to Periconia circinata (Mang) Sacc. was found quickly when that disease became widespread in the 1930's (7).
The genetic constitution of strains of milo for maturity, pericarp color, and height has been reported. Quinby and Karper (5) reported in 1945 that three genes account for the different maturities found in milo. The independent assortment of these 3 genes results in 8 homozygous genotypes but only 4 phenotypes. The genetic constitution of these eight genotypes and their times of , is recessive for three height genes. No quadruple recessive for dwarfness has been found in pure milo. Now that four height genes are known, and to avoid confusion, the height genotypes are called 1-dwarf, 2-dwarf, and 3-dwarf, instead of Standard, Dwarf, and Double Dwarf, respectively, as was done previously. There is a linkage between the maturity gene, Mai, and the height gene, dwz- Published January, 1961
